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Asthma Coalition of Western New York

December 3, 2008

Millennium Airport Hotel

2040 Walden Ave, Cheektowaga, NY 14225

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

In Attendance:

Jaime Snyder: Asthma Coalition of WNY

Mistine Keis: Asthma Coalition WNY

*Theresa McCabe: Niagara County Health Dept.

*Timothy Bean: Erie County Health Dept.

Janine Blank: Erie County Health Dept. 

*Mary Julian: Indoor Air Professionals
Deb Nichols: Cattaraugus County Health Dept.

Kate O’Stricker: Southern Tier Wellness Partnership

Rhonda Bivins: Erie-Niagara AHEC

Beverly Ann Shipe: Sweet Home Central School District

Terri Wood: Fidelis Care NY

*Presenters for the Meeting

Proceedings: Meeting started at 10:10 a.m. and ended at 1:00 p.m. 
I. Introductions and Greetings

II. Feature Presentation - Asthma and Environmental Triggers: What You Don’t Know Could Kill You – Presenters: Timothy Bean, Theresea McCabe, and Mary Julian. 
III. Reports
a. Coalition Updates—Jaime Snyder gave a brief history of the Asthma Coalition of Western New York stating year three ends in December, and the coalition has been charged with focusing on a a population and growing it out regionally from there. Currently, with the School Asthma Management Program, the coalition has been able to be in three public schools, and three school based health centers. The program identifies all the asthmatics in schools, tracks them, and helps the children in school and out of school to manage their asthma. Going forward in 2009 the goal is to go a step further and have communities involved and educated; which would include having a few parent education sessions. Also in 2009, would like to keep the Asthma Resource Line running, and would like to come up with a way to help people identify their medications, for example controllers versus rescue. Jaime Snyder continued with the coalition would need to communicate with pharmacies to see what is the best way, and maybe calling the program “Red to the Rescue.” The idea is to start with a small pilot program in a controlled area, most likely a rural town. Jaime Snyder added that the coalition is also trying to figure out how to help the whole population in the region, which may include doing training with home visit nurses. 
b. Sub Contractor Reports
i. Beverly Ann Shipe states that Sweet Home Central started transportation in-service where they gave bus drivers maps that have Red Cross stickers on there where children who have medical conditions live. They now have bus drivers wiping down seats for students with allergies, and drivers who take EPI pen training. Beverly Ann Shipe also reports that her anti-smoking grant gives grants to each building they go to and they do signage and incentives for non smoking etc. 
ii. Jaime Snyder reports she’d like the Asthma Coalition to be more involved with the local Tobacco Coalitions. The Tobacco Coalitions have a program called Young Lungs at Play (YLAP) where there is no smoking in playgrounds or parks, and there just needs to be a policy signed, and the signs put up are free and self-enforcing. 

iii. Jaime Snyder states that the Asthma Educators is a big part of how the coalition is able to go into the communities. The Asthma Educators Program is nationally certified, and Medicare is starting to reimburse for them. The coalition subcontracts for them to go out, and there is a push for more educators. November 7th and 8th the coalition hosted an Asthma Training for Professionals Program where many case managers, health coaches, and pediatrics nurses came to the program. We’re looking to do the program again in 2009, and we got great feedback from the surveys which included the participants and the presenters. 
Next Full Coalition Meeting:

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

10:00am-1:00pm

Presentation Topic: TBD

Location TBD

Melissa Lyon: Chautauqua County Health Dept.


Kim Utech: Kaleida Health


Connie Zimicki: Independent Health


Lolita Whitt: Fidelis Care NY


Beth Nugent: Univera


Rose Formaniak: Univera


Laurene Tumiel-Berhalter: UB Family Medicine


Vivian Evans: Univera


Kelly Asher: Erie County Health Dept.











